
 

 

January 14, 2021 

Communication is always important, but even more so right now – and it is important to me that you 
hear from me directly.  From time to time I’ll be giving you an update on the most important issues facing 
the hospital during COVID-19 and we will share this information on our It’s Who We Are website.   

Let’s talk about vaccines. We know they are on your mind and you are probably getting peppered with 
questions from family and friends too. First, let me say that we have been led through this pandemic by 
our clinical experts, from leaders around the country to our very own, including Drs. Wehbeh and 
Babich.  They have helped us stay on top of all safety precautions and are standing ready to guide us 
through this entire vaccine process. We all have had a much closer view of the damage COVID-19 can 
cause than most people in the community.  We know of its dangers and we take it very seriously. That’s 
why the vaccines are a bright spot of hope in this current climate of increasing numbers and spread.  

I couldn’t be more thankful to everyone who has been helping to make the vaccination process a smooth 
one.  I must highlight Drs. Wehbeh and Babich, Susan Henderson, Myriam Bosco and Michele Miller as 
spear-heading the planning of our vaccine clinics.  Preparation was done in record time and coordinated 
so thoroughly that we have been able to use every single one of our vaccine doses.  We follow the New 
York State Department of Health (NYSDOH) directives for distribution at all times.  Starting with 
NYSDOH Group 1A, we have vaccinated our first round of Courageous Hearts, front-line employees, and 
have witnessed everything from tears of gratitude for having a weapon against this terrible virus to 
uplifted moods at the thought of seeing a future where we can plan for all the activities we’ve put on 
hold.  I ask that everyone continue to wear their stickers proudly when it’s your turn for your second or 
first shot. Let’s fill the halls with hope.  Let’s keep making our own rainbows.  For any of you who have 
yet to have the vaccine please make sure to talk to your supervisor. They will help make sure there’s a 
plan in place. 

We were also given a quantity of doses specific for patient-facing community members.  We had the 
pleasure of being able to help protect our EMS partners who have been alongside us every step of the 
way.  Again we didn’t miss one single dose.  Every dose of liquid gold went exactly where it should, to 
help protect our heroes. 

Now, we are pleased to hear the news of continued doses to arrive and be distributed further into our 
community beginning with NYSDOH Group 1B including those age 65 and over and public employees.  
The details of this grouping are all laid out on their website covid19vaccine.health.ny.gov. Please direct 
anyone reaching out to you to use the website to check their eligibility and to make an appointment.  We 
do not have these doses in house yet but expect to be getting a shipment in the near future. As we, and 
other distribution centers, secure the doses the appointments available on the website will increase. We 
absolutely understand the sense of urgency and applaud all those who have protecting against COVID-
19 top of mind. 

In the meantime please continue to be role models showing our community the importance of wearing 
masks, hand-washing and social distancing. I look forward to sharing more vaccine news with you as we 
get it. We will work together to get as many vaccinated as possible and we will work together to get our 
community back to safety. 


