
 

 

 

To:   All employees with patient contact 

From:   Debra Grimm, DNP, MS, RN 

  Vice President and CNO 

Date:   October 8, 2020 

Subject:  New COVID-19 PPE Practice: Eye Protection 

 

In anticipation of seeing an increase in community transmission of COVID-19 in the coming 

months, we will begin following the recently updated Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention (CDC) guidelines. The use of universal eye protection (i.e., goggles, face shield or 

combined face mask - shield) has now been added to the required personal protective 

equipment (PPE) for all (inpatient and outpatient) healthcare workers who may/will be with 

patients within a six-foot distance. If you and the patient are both masked and there is a physical 

barrier or partition between you then this guideline does not apply.  

This new eye protection requirement applies for healthcare workers of all patients, not just 

those who come into contact with patients who are suspect or confirmed COVID-19 patients.  

This requirement remains even if the patient has tested negative for COVID-19. 

The CDC has included this update to protect healthcare workers, working in healthcare facilities 

such as hospitals, because they are more likely to come in contact with asymptomatic patients.  

Wearing eye protection, in addition to masks with all patients will ensure that the eyes, nose, 

and mouth are all protected from exposure to respiratory secretions during patient encounters.  

Please note this guideline is in addition to the current PPE guidelines. This does not replace 

your need for a mask. These guidelines will remain in effect until there is minimal or no evidence 

of community transmission.  

Eye protection is re-usable and can be worn throughout your shift, however after 

entering an isolation room or if contamination occurs, the eye protection should 

be removed and disinfected prior to re-donning. 

Perform hand hygiene and don clean gloves prior to cleaning/disinfecting your eye protection. 

Using soap and water or a Non-Bleach disinfecting wipe, (unless Cdiff Room exposure), clean 

the inside first followed by the outside.  Remove gloves and perform hand hygiene. 

(continued on page 2) 



 Acceptable Eye Protection      

              

 

Distribution will begin on Tuesday October 13, 2020. 

Process for Distribution: 

Face Shields/Goggles are intended for multiple uses.  Staff will be provided either Face 

Shields/Goggles and be expected to clean, store in a zip lock bag, and use until it is 

compromised. If the face shield becomes compromised, please return it to your manager 

to receive a new one. 

MDs, NPs, PAs will obtain their face shields/goggles from the Logistics Office. 

All Departments below will follow the same process as they do for N95 distribution. 

RNs 

NAs 

Respiratory Therapy 

Laboratory 

Food Service  

Transporters 

PT/OT 

Radiology 

Patient Experience 

Social Work/Care Management 

Physicians 

 

Managers will be expected to have a sign out sheet prepared for staff to sign out their 

Face Shields/Goggles. Please work together to follow this new guideline. All precautions 

for your safety are very important.  

 


